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— UNIT 4: MUSLIM THOUGHT AND LEADERS
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ﬁ o-Muslim League leaders in the Punjab and Bengal for the sake of Muslim unity and
onccnn»ated mst'ead on the Congress Party. The strategy was not only wise, it was also
successful' MUSIH']I]I'Lea'gu?9r2$mjt?ersh'p rose from tens of thousands to hundreds of thousands,
Peaking at two mi 1on 1n - Jinnah was now known as the ‘Quaid-i-Azam’, the great leader.
e Was the undisputed 1‘_35}der of the Muslim community and recognized reluctantly as such by
he Congress and the British.

The outbreak of the Second World War also helped Jinnah as the Congress Party directed its
ministers (0 resign frorp their POStS. The Muslim League said it would not discourage Muslims
from joining the army if the British promised the Muslims a fair hearing once the war was over.
with the resignation of t.h? (?Ongress .mmislries, Jinnah asked all Muslims to celebrate a ‘Day of
Delivefance’ as the humiliating practices of the various Congress ministers were no longer
inflicted on them. The _Congress was shocked to discover that this call was almost universally
heeded. Gandhi now tried to woo Jinnah by addressing him as the ‘Quaid-i-Azam’ and trying to
extract a reassurance that he would not press for a separate Muslim homeland. Jinnah replied
categorically that India was not a nation—‘it is a subcontinent composed of nationalities’.
March 1940 saw the final stage unfold. The ‘Pakistan Resolution’ declared that a ‘sovereign
and separate Muslim state” was now the formal Muslim League demand. Jinnah’s political
strength, with the obvious popularity that he and the Muslim League now enjoyed, meant that
the British could not contemplate leaving the subcontinent without a settlement acceptable to
him. In 1944, the Muslim League had two million members and in by-elections between 1937
and 1943, the League won 47 out of 61 seats. The final attempt by the British to broker a deal
pefore leaving was in the summer of 1945 at Simla. The talks broke down but it was obvious to
both the Hindus and the British that Jinnah could not be threatened or bought. The Muslim
masses loved and trusted him even though he made most of his speeches in English, a language
few understood. His combination of honesty and firmness meant he would not be sidetracked

and his superb legal mind saw the possible traps and weaknesses of his opponents.

Pakistan was within sight as the war ended and frantic political activity saw Jinnah winning
erucial concessions from both the Congress and the British for an independent and sovereign
Muslim state. In return, Jinnah had to agree to the partition of the Punjab and Bengal into
Muslim and Hindu districts. On 7 August 1947, Jinnah flew from Delhi to Karachi, the new
capital of the state he had created. Before stepping onto the plane, he was reported to have
paused and looked around at the city, the city from where the Muslims had ruled the
subcontinent for almost 700 years. The Quaid wondered aloud whether it would be his last ever
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